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NUMBER OF PASSENGERS USING RAIL 
COMMUTER SERVICE INCREASED 15 PERCENT 


‘Records indicate the number of people using the 
commuter and suburban rail passenger service throughout 
the State has been upped 15 percent,’’ says Norman 
Thomas, Principal Inspector with the Bureau of Com- 
muter Service. 

It all started with the passage of the State’s Trans- 
portation Act of 1966, under which the Commuter Opera- 
ting Agency was created to contract with railroads for 
long-term commuter service throughout the State, and to 
carry out an extensive capital improvement program. 

The program called for modernizing the rail routes, 
acquiring air-conditioned commuter cars, and extending 
electrified service. By improving the quality of rail ser- 
vice, it was expected that the number of passengers us- 
ing the service would be increased. The program also 
emphasizes efficiency in providing essential passenger 
service. 


Four railroads are being subsidized. They are: Penn 
Central, Erie Lackawanna, Centra! Railroad of New 
Jersey and Pennsylvania-Reading Seashore Lines. 


Through the Division of Commuter Services of which 
William Tanner is Director, the Agency assists the rail- 
road in developing new passenger schedules and equip- 
ment assignments which will better serve the needs of 
the New Jersey commuter. It also assists in planning 
and designing railroad facilities and equipment as part 
of the State’s long-range public transportation capital 
improvement program. 

The Division of Commuter Services is responsible 
for the administration of the railroad passenger service 


contracts. It maintains a constant review of the rail- 
road on-time performance records, inspects equipment, 


and investigates unusual operating situations that occur 
from time to time. 

The field work is performed by a group of inspectors, 
each of whom had to have a minimum of four years of 
railroad experience to qualify for the inspector titles 
ranging from Inspector to Principal Inspector. 

A typical day’s work for an inspector, as described 
by Norman Thomas, may include: arriving at the railroad 
station at 6 a.m. to see that the proper number of cars 
is used; checking all safety features such as brakes, 
cab signals, automatic train stops, and the dead man’s 
control; and checking the cleanliness of the cars before 
they depart at 6:55 a.m. It’s his job to see that they 


leave on time, too. 

The inspector rides a train to its destination, ob- 
serving any unusual conditions, on-time performance, 
passenger loads, and any aspect of the service that 
is essential to the public health, safety and welfare of 
the commuter. 

After he completes his first trip, he may be assigned 
either to inspect another train or to return to his office 
to record his data. After he has completed his office 
work, he may spend the remainder of the day inspect- 
ing other trains. He may also be assigned field investiga- 
tive work after which he prepares a comprehensive report 
containing his findings, conclusions and recommenda- 
tions. 


John R. Phares, Senior Highway Landscape Inspector with 
the Landscape Bureau, measures the size of the root ball of a 
carmine crabapple tree, one of 1,689 of a variety of trees be- 
ing planted along the 1-1/4 mile section of Route 295 between 
Burlington-Columbus Road and Kinkora Road in Burlington 
County. 


THE CRIME OF THE CENTURY 
IS AUTO THEFT 


“According to a recent New Jersey State Police re- 
port, the crime of the century is auto theft,’’ says 
Rosario DiMartino, Chief of the Bureau of Plant Security. 

Nationally, one automobile every 34 seconds or 
921,400 vehicles were reported stolen in 1971. Of this 
number, 82 percent were recovered. However, the report 
states, these were found to have been damaged or stripp- 
ed of parts and accessories at an average cost of $700 


per car or at a total cost of $5 billion. In addition, the 
report contends, the 18 percent not recovered represents 
a loss of more than $158 million. 

Mr. DiMartino emphasizes that you will make it more 
difficult for the car thief if you do not leave your keys 
in the ignition, always lock your car and pocket the keys 
and never leave valuable articles exposed in your park- 
ed car. 

**You lose when your car is stolen. You lose when 
someone else’s car is stolen because you are victim- 
ized by having to pay the increased insurance pre- 
miums,’’ states Mr. DiMartino. 


ERNIE PRICE HELPS SAVE MAN FROM 
BURNING BUILDING 


An elderly, partially blind man was rescued from a 
burning house in West Orange by Ernie Price, Highway 
Inspector with Construction, and two other men. 

Mr. Price was driving past the three-story house on 
his way home when he spotted the fire and met an off- 


duty fireman who had been awakened by the roaring 
flames. The two men and an off-duty policeman heard 
screams inside. They attempted to enter the front of the 
building but were driven back by the heat and smoke. 

They ran to the side of the house, broke a window 
and heard the man shouting inside. They called to him, 
and when he was able to get near the window, they 
pulled him out. The man and his rescuers were treated 
on the scene for cuts and burns. 

The West Orange Fire Department has indicated it 
will present Mr. Price with a commendation award. He 
is working as a highway inspector assigned to William 
Shader, Resident Engineer on the Department’s Route 
280 project. 


100 DIAGRAMMATIC SIGNS INSTALLED 


A significant reduction in unusual exit maneuvers, 
less exit confusion and better road-sign communication 
are expected to be encountered by motorists using a 
22.7-mile section of Interstate 287 between the Tum- 
pike and Interstate 78 where 100 of the Department's 
new diagrammatic signs are being installed. 

The installation is the result of a recommendation 
made in a study of a pilot project headed by D. W. Gwynn, 
Director, Division of Research and Evaluation, and com- 

pleted by the Division’s Bureau of Safety and Traffic 
in 1971. 


One of 100 of the Department's diagrammatic signs is be- 
ing installed on Interstate 287 at the north exit of Route 95, 
about two miles west of the Turnpike. 


The pilot project involved five diagrammatic signs 
made by personnel of the Department’s Sign Shop and 
installed by them in late 1969 at the interchange of 
northbound |-287 near the westbound exit of U.S. Route 
22 in Bridgewater Township. 

The Bureau’s mobile television surveillance unit 
was used to collect the data for the study which in- 
volved the original signs, standardized signs, diagram- 
matic signs and diagrammatic signs with illustrated 
lane lines. 

“Diagrammatic signs with illustrated lane lines pro- 
vided the greatest reduction in unusual exit maneuvers 
and exit confusion,’’ said Project Engineer Arthur W. 
Roberts, Principal Research Assistant. 

A more extensive study of the diagrammatic signs 
placed at ten of the exits along the 22.7-mile section 
of 1-287 will be made by the Bureau, according to 
Mr. Roberts. 


TWO COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE COURSE 


Two Department employees have received automotive 
apprentice certificates after completing a two-year train- 
ing course in auto mechanics. They are George Spencer 
of the Fernwood Garage and Paul L. Heriegel of the 
Hammonton Garage. Mr. Spencer attended Mercer County 
Vocational-Technical School and Mr. Heriegel, Camden 
County Vocational- Technical School. 


John P. Hoschek, Chief, Bureau of Commuter Ser- 
vices, received Morris County’s Third Annual ‘‘Gommut- 
ers’ Man of the Year Award’’ for his efforts in improv- 
ing motor bus service in New Jersey during 1972. The 
award was presented by Morris County Board of Trans- 
portation during its annual dinner. More than 35 VIPs, 
including Governor Cahill and Commissioner Kohl, were 
on hand to congratulate him. 

The engagement of Miss Kathleen Doolan to William 
Wood Jr., Maintenance Man with Division of Maintenance 
has been announced by the bride elect’s parents Mr. and 
Mrs. William Doolan of Ewing Township. A January wed- 
ding is planned. 

Miss Susan Jane Freund, Data Process Programmer III 
with Division of Data Processing, and daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. William E. Freund of West Trenton, was united __ 
in marriage with Joseph F. Terranova at the Broad Street 
United Methodist Church. The couple honeymooned in 
Europe. 

Joan Heller, Principal Clerk Stenographer with the 
Office of Information Services, and her husband, Macy, 
recently celebrated the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Michael, 
at Har Sinai Temple in Trenton. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Stamat have announced the engage- 
ment of their daughter, Miss Elizabeth Stamat, to Brian 
Margerium, Principal Engineering Aide with Division of 
Research and Development. A June wedding is planned. 

Miss Mary Ciprietti, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Ciprietti of Ewing Township, became the bride of Bruce 
Cosaboom, Principal Engineering Aide with Division of 
Research and Development. The ceremony was performed 
in the Incarnation Roman Catholic Church. The couple 
honeymooned in Macuto, Venezuela. 

The engagement of Miss Cynthia Beth Steenwerth to 
Anthony Dominic Orsi Jr., Engineering Aide |, Materials 
with the Bureau of Inspection,has been announced by the 
bride elect’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Steenwerth 
of Trenton. 

Married recently at St. Joachim’s Roman Catholic 
Church in Trenton were Miss Susanna Barbara Novembre, 
Principal Clerk Stenographer with Transportation, Plan- 
ning and Research, and Richard Vincent Smith. The 
couple visited Acapulco, Mexico. 


LANGE & STENSON FETED AT LUNCHEON, 
ELEVEN RETIRE 


Harold J. Lange, Principal Engineer, and Charles 
M. Stenson, Senior Engineer with Design of Region II, 
were feted jointly at a retirement luncheon recently 
held at Howard Johnsons’ in Newark where more than 
75 Department employees were in attendance. Mr. Lange 
has 44 years of service and Mr. Stenson, 45. 

Other retirees include Edward J. Clark (42 years) 
and Luther Hearon (35 years), Truck Drivers with Main- 
tenance; Dorothy J. Hunt, Auditor Ill with Auditing (31 
years); Richard E. Martin, Mechanic’s Helper with Main- 
tenance (25 years); John H. Mackey, Maintenance Man 
Il with Maintenance (24 years); George Fisher, Bridge 
and Structure Foreman with Bridge Maintenance (23 
years); Raymond F. Gardiner, Highway Supervisor I! with 
Right of Way (19 years); John J. Mastrasimone, Truck 
Driver with Maintenance and Cornelius C. Evans, En- 
gineering Aide with Right of Way (16 years each); Arthur 
P. Collins, Principal Highway Inspector with Construc- 
tion) and Ignatius Lore, Maintenance Man II with Main- 
tenance (14 years each). 


PRACTICE SAFETY ALL THE TIME! 


‘Most of the Department's efforts in safety are de- 
voted to personnel on the job, while actually more em- 
ployees are injured at home or on vacation than while 
at work,’’ states George Rightmire, Principal Safety 
Inspector with the Bureau of Safety Operations. 

The National Safety Council reports that nationally 
during 1970 off-the-job accidental deaths totaled 26,500 
and injuries 4,000,000 compared with 14,200 deaths and 
2,200,000 injuries at work during the same year. ‘‘Those 
safety measures, practices and rules employed while 
at work,’’ emphasizes Mr. Rightmire,’’ should be prac- 
ticed all the time, everywhere.”’ 

Many of these accidents can cause considerable 
expense for the individual since Workmen’s Compensat- 
ion and medical expenses are not paid for home injur- 
ies. ‘‘Indirectly,’’ Mr. Rightmire adds, ‘‘the Department 
suffers in salaries paid for a non-productive worker.’’ 
Prolonged disabilities naturally reduce an employee’s 
earning capacity and, in some cases, create a personal 
financial crisis. 
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DOT SUGGESTER OF THE YEAR NAMED 


Robert W. Horner, Heavy Equipment Operator with 
Maintenance, District IV, pocketed a check for $200 and 
was named Department Suggester of the Year for his 
idea to use steel wool and a lacquer thinner to clean 
defaced highway signs in the field. 

Previously, signs badly defaced with spray paint 
and stickers were replaced. Mr. Horner’s suggestion is 
expected to save about 80 percent of these signs. 


COVER 


Norman Thomas, Principal Inspector with 
the Rail Section of the Bureau of Commuter Ser- 
vices, inspects the cab signal on the operator’s 
panel inside Penn Central’s Jersey Arrow train 
at the Trenton railroad station. 


The cab signal is a miniature of the regular 
signal erected at the beginning of a ‘‘block’’ 
(a distance of from 1 to 5 miles from the last 


signal). It relays either a ‘‘go,’’ or a ‘“‘stop,’’ 
message to the train operator 


or a ‘‘caution’’ 
as the train enters the block. 

When the train is being inspected at the 
station, a railroad employee operates the regu- 
lar signal by hand while the inspector checks 
the cab signal to see if it is the same. (See 


story) 


Larry O'Rourke, Transporter Editor, Phone: 609-292-3108 


